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satisfaction and happiness, but the political machinery offers
opportunities for manipulation and corrupt abuse. They educate
cheir citizens to seek advantages in the industrial organization by
legislative devices, and to use them to the uttermost. The effect
is seen in the mores. We hear of plutocracy and tainted money,
of the power of wealth, and the wickedness of corporations.
The disease is less specific. It is constitutional. The critics
are as subject to it as the criticised. A disease of the mores is
a disease of public opinion as to standards, codes, Ideas of
truth and right, and of things worth working for and means of
success. Such a disease affects everybody. It penetrates and
spoils every institution. It spreads from generation to genera-
tion, and at last it destroys in the masses the power of ethical
judgment.

168.  The standard of living.  One of the purest of all the
products of current mores is the standard of living.   It belongs
to a subgroup and is a product of the mores of a subgroup.   It
has been called a psychological or ethical product, which view
plainly is due to an imperfect analysis or classification.   The
standard of living is the measure of decency and suitability in
material comfort (diet, dress, dwelling, etc.) which is traditional
and habitual in a subgroup.   It is often wise and necessary to
disregard the social standard of comfort, because it imposes
foolish expenses and contemptible ostentation, but it is very
difficult  to  disregard  the   social  standard   of  comfort.    The
standard is upheld by fear of social disapproval, if one derogates
from class " respectability."   The disapproval or contempt of
one's nearest associates is the sanction.   The standards and code
of respectability are in the class mores.   They get inside of the
mind and heart of members of the class,, and betray each to the
class demands.

169.  If, however, the standard of living which one has inherited
from his class is adopted as  an individual standard, and is
made the object of effort and self-denial, the individual and
social results are of high value.   One man said, " Live like a hog
and you will behave like one " ; to which another replied, " Behave
like a hog and you will live like one."   Both were right in about